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AMENDMENTS TO THE CL AIM** 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1 (Currently Amended) A method of advertising, comprising: 

presenting a menu possible advertisements to a user to permit the user to select 
advertisements on advertiseme n t to view; 

starting a timer upon pre senting the menu of possible advertisements: 

instructing the user to sel ect a specified number of advertisements from the menu 
prior to expiration of the timer; 

determining if the user has select ed the specified numher of advertisements orior 
to expiration of the timer r e ce i ving a user s ele ction of an adv e rtis e m e nt to vi e w prior to 
expiration of the timer; [; and] 

if the user has not selected the specified number of advertisements prior to 
expiration of the ti mer, then selecting on behalf of the user a number of advertisements 
adequate to total the specified number when added to the advertisements selected bv the 
user: ancf 

merging the selected specified number of advertisements a dv e rt i s e m e nt with stored 
the-stored entertainment content so that both the advertisements a dvert i s e ment and the 
stored entertainment content are presented to the user. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising receiving 
the selected a dvertis e m ent advertisements from an advertising server. 

3. (Original) The method according to claim 1, further comprising presenting a menu of 
advertisement types to the user for selection. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 3, wherein the advertisement types include 
at least one of a conventional commercial segment, a banner advertisement and a 
watermark advertisement. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1, wherein merging the 
advertis e men t advertisements with the stored entertainment content comprises inserting 
the advertisement advertisements at locations of a - tocat lo n of ar radvertisement place 
holder hpjders forming a part of the entertainment content. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the selected 
advertise ments are advertis e m e nt i s received via a modem. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the selected 
advertisements are a dv e rtisem e nt i s -received via a television channel. 

8. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the menu comprises a scrolling 
banner menu appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

9. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the menu is presented without 
simultaneous entertainment content. 

10. (Original) The method according to claim 1, wherein the menu is presented 
within a window appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

11. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the menu of 
advertisement types comprises a scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously with 
entertainment content. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the menu of 
advertisement types is presented without simultaneous entertainment content. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the menu of 
advertisement types , is presented within a window simultaneously with entertainment 
content 
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1 4. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the advert i s e m e n t 
advertisements and the advertisement types are type-fe-presented to the user in a single 
menu. 



15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising caching 
the selected advertisement advertisements in a storage device within a set-top box. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising caching 
the selected advertisement advertisements in a storage device coupled to a set-top box. 

1 7. (Original) The method according to claim 1 , wherein the presenting of the menu 
takes place as a result of receipt of a signal from the user requesting the presentation of 
the menu. 

18. (Currently Amended) An electronic storage medium containing instructions which, 
when executed on a programmed processor carry out a process of advertising, comprising: 

presenting a menu of possible advertisements to a user to permit the user to select 
advertisements an adv e rt i s e m e nM o view; 

starting a tim er upon presenting the menu of possible advertisements: 

instructing the user to se lect a specified number of advertisements from the menu 
prior to expiration of the timer: 

determining if the user has selected the specified number of advertisements prior 
to expiration of the timer rece i ving a us e r - selection of an adv ertise ment to view prior to 
expiration of the timer: 

jf the user has not sele cted the specified number of advertisements prior to 
expiration of the timer, then selec ting on behalf of the user a number of advertisements; 
adequate to total the specified num b er when added to the advertisements selected bv the 
user: 

receiving the selecte d advertis e m e nt advertisements frnm an advertising server; and 
merging the selected specified num ber of advertisement s, advertlGomont with stored 
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th^stefed-entertainment content so that both the advertisements advertisement and the 
stored entertainment content are presented to the user. 

19. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 1 8, further comprising 
presenting a menu of advertisement types to the user for selection. 

20. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 1 9, wherein the advertisement 
types include at least one of a conventional commercial segment, a banner advertisement 
and a watermark advertisement. 

21. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 18, wherein merging 
the adve rt isement advertisements with the stored entertainment content comprises 
inserting the advertisement at a location of di i advertisements at locations of 
advertisement place hpJd^rs_fi©fetef-forming a part of the entertainment content. 

22. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 18, wherein the 
selected advertisements are a dv e rtis e ment i s received via a modem. 

23. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 18, wherein the 
selected advertisements are advert i sem e nt ia received via a television channel. 

24. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 18, wherein the menu 
comprises a scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

25. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 18, wherein the menu is 
presented without simultaneous entertainment content. 

26. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 18, wherein the menu is 
presented within a window appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 19, wherein the menu 
of advertisement ty pes comprises a scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously with 
entertainment content. 

28. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 19, wherein the menu 
Qf advertisement types . . is presented without simultaneous entertainment content. 

29. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 1 9, wherein the menu 
Qfadvertisement types , is presented within a window simultaneously with entertainment 
content. 

30. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 19 c l a i m 10 , wherein 
the advertisements advertis e ment and the advertisement typ es are presented i n prp.g p .m p ri 
to the user in a single menu, 

31. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 18, further comprising 
caching the selected advertisements arivnrtkgmp . i ' rt -iri a storage device within a set-top 
box. 

32. (Currently Amended) The storage medium according to claim 1 8, further comprising 
caching the selected advertisements ftrivnrtis p .m p nf in a storage device coupled to a set- 
top box. 

33. (Original) A set-top box, comprising: 

a programmed processor that presents a user with a menu of advertisements; 

a. timer that establishes a time p eriod during which . the user can ^Innt 
advertisements from the menu, wher e in if the user fails to select a specified number nf 
advertisements within the time period , advertisements are selected for the user the user: 

means for receiving a user selection of one or more advertisements a sel e c t ed 
advertisement from the menu of advertisements; 
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advertisement receiving means for receiving the selected advertisement from a 
service provider; 

content receiving means for receiving entertainment content from the service 
provider; and 

the programmed processor merging the entertainment content with the 
advertisements adv e rt i sement for presentation to the user. 

34. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising a 
storage device forming a part of the set-top box to store the selected advertisement* 
advert i s e m e nt . 



35. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising a 
storage device coupled to the set-top box to store the selected advertisements 
advert i sem e nt . 

36. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the advertisement 
receiving means comprises a tuner. 

37. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the advertisement 
receiving means comprises a modem. 

38. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the means for receiving 
a user selection comprises an interface to a remote control device. 

39. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the programmed 
processor further presents a menu of advertisement types to the user for selection. 

40. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 39, wherein the advertisement types 
include at least one of a conventional commercial segment, a banner advertisement and 
a watermark advertisement. 
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41. (Currently Amended) ' The apparatus according to claim 39, wherein merging the 
advertisement with the stored entertainment content comprises inserting the 
advertisements at locations of adven\*» m »nt p i acfihnM ar* , , , f | [iL) | | uf 
afl-advortiocmcnl pljue liuldei forming a part of the entertainment content. 

42. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising a 
modem and wherein the selected advertisements am advertisem e nt i„ received via the 
modem. 

43. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising a tuner 
and wherein the selected advertisements are advertisemen t i& received via a television 
channel tuned by the tuner. 

44. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the programmed 
processor presents a menu comprises a scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously 
with entertainment content. 

45. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the programmed 
processor presents the menu without simultaneous entertainment content. 

46. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the programmed 
processorpresents the menu within a window appearing simultaneously with entertainment 
content. 

47. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 34, wherein the menu comprises a 
scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

48. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 34, wherein the menu is presented 
without simultaneous entertainment content. 
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49. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 34, wherein the menu is presented 
within a window simultaneously with entertainment content. 

50. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 39 c l a i m 04 , wherein the 
ad yertlsemehts . advortiacmenl a nd the advertisement types are typeis-p resented to the 
user in a single menu. 

51 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 33, wherein the means for receiving 
a user selection further comprises means for receiving a signal from the user requesting 
the presentation of the menu. 

52. (Currently Amended) A method of advertising, comprising: 

presenting a menu of possible types of advertisements to a user to permit the user 
to select a type of advertisement to view; 

each advertisement type having an associated presentation time associated 
therewith, so that the user can d etermine how long the advertisement will be presented by 
selection of a particular advertisement type: 

receiving a user selection of a type of advertisement to view; 

receiving an advertisement of the selected advertisement type from an advertising 
server; and 

merging the advertisement with stored th e s tor e d entertainment content so that 
both the advertisement and the stored entertainment content are presented to the user. 

53. (Original) The method according to claim 52, further comprising presenting a 
menu of advertisements to the user for selection. 

54. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the advertisement types 
include at least one of a conventional commercial segment, a banner advertisement and 
a watermark advertisement. 
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55. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein merging the advertisement 
with the stored entertainment content comprises inserting the advertisement at a location 
of an advertisement place holder forming a part of the entertainment content. 

56. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the selected advertisement 
is received via a modem. 

57. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the selected advertisement 
is received via a television channel. 

58. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the menu comprises a 
scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

59. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the menu is presented 
without simultaneous entertainment content. 

60. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the menu is presented 
within a window appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

61. (Original) The method according to claim 52, further comprising caching the 
selected advertisement in a storage device within a set-top box. 

62. (Original) The method according to claim 52, further comprising caching the 
selected advertisement in a storage device coupled to a set-top box. 

63. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the advertisement is 
merged with the stored entertainment content at a service provider. 

64. (Original) The method according to claim 52, wherein the advertisement is 
merged with the stored entertainment content at a service provider head end. 
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65. (Original) The method according to ctaim 52, wherein the advertisement is 
merged with the stored entertainment content at a set~top box. 

66. (Currently Amended) An electronic storage medium containing instructions which, 
when carried out by a programmed processor, implements a method of advertising, 
comprising: 

presenting a menu possible types of advertisements to a user to permit the user to 
select a type of advertisement to view; 

each advertisement type having an as sociated presentation time associated 
therewith , SQ that t h e user c a n dete r mine how lonn the advertisement will be presented t>y 
selection of a particu lar advertisement tvoe: 

receiving a user selection of a type of advertisement to view; 

receiving an advertisement of the selected advertisement type from an advertising 
server; and 

merging the advertisement with stored th e st o red entertainment content so that 
both the advertisement and the stored entertainment content are presented to the user. 

67. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, further comprising 
presenting a menu of advertisements to the user for selection. 

68. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the advertisement 
types include at least one of a conventional commercial segment, a banner advertisement 
and a watermark advertisement. 

69. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein merging the 
advertisementwith the stored entertainment content comprises inserting the advertisement 
at a location of an advertisement place holder forming a part of the entertainment content. 

70. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the selected 
advertisement is received via a modem. 
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71. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66. wherein the selected 
advertisement is received via a television channel. 



72. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the 
comprises a scrolling banner menu appearing simultaneously with entertainment content 



menu 



73. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the menu is 
presented without simultaneous entertainment content. 

74. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the menu is 
presented within a window appearing simultaneously with entertainment content. 

75. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, further comprising caching 
the selected advertisement in a storage device within a set-top box. 

76. (Original) The storage medium accordingto claim 66, further comprising caching 
the selected advertisement in a storage device coupled to a set-top box. 

77. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the advertisement 
is merged with the stored entertainment content at a service provider. 

78. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the advertisement 
is merged with the stored entertainment content at a service provider head end. 

79. (Original) The storage medium according to claim 66, wherein the advertisement 
is merged with the stored entertainment content at a set-top box. 

80. (Currently Amended) A set-top box, comprising: 

a programmed processor that presents a user with a menu of advertisement types; 
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each advertisement type having an associate p resentation tim» aC o^i^w 
therewith, so that the user can determine h OW | om th« ad v ertisement will be presented hv 
selection of a particular advertisement ty po; 

means for receiving a user selection of a selected advertisement type from the 
menu of advertisements; 

advertisement receiving means for receiving the selected advertisement from a 
service provider; 

content receiving means for receiving entertainment content from the service 
provider; and 

the programmed processor merging the entertainment content with the 
advertisement for presentation to the user. 

81. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 80, further comprising a storage 
device forming a part of the set-top box to store the selected advertisement. 

82. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 80, further comprising a storage 
device coupled to the set-top box to store the selected advertisement. 

83. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 80, wherein the advertisement 
receiving means comprises a tuner. 

84. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 80, wherein the advertisement 
receiving means comprises a modem. 

85. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 80, wherein the means for receiving 
a user selection comprises an interface to a remote control device. 

86. (Currently Amended) An advertising method, comprising; 

presenting a television viewer with a menu of advertisements from which to select 
an advertisement for viewing; 
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prompting the viewer to select a spec i f i c n, .mber Q f ^rti^ments from th* m.n, ■ 
within a specified time period; 

receiving g selection of advertisements ^ ^ > nrt,. n mfB . ^hrtinn f iom the 
television viewer within a specified time period and 

presenting the television viewer with the entertainment content and the selected 
advertisements nnlnrirri ar l w.rtic a m ta n f 

87. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 86 eteim-flft, further comprising: 

presenting the television viewer with a menu of advertisement types; 
receiving an advertisement type selection from the television viewer; and 
presenting the television view with the selected advertisement according to the 
selected advertisement type. 

88. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 86 eteim-88, further comprising 
charging an advertiser for presenting the advertisement based upon a number of times the 
advertisement is selected by a group of television viewers. 

89. (Original) The method according to claim 87, further comprising charging an 
advertiser for presenting the advertisement based upon a number of times the 
advertisement Is selected by a group of television viewers and based upon the selected 
advertisement type presented. 

90. (Currently Amended) An advertising method, comprising: 

presenting the television viewer with a menu of advertisement types; 

each advertisement type having an as sociated presentation time associated 
therewith, so that the user can determine how long th e advertisement will be presented by 
selection of a particul ar advertisement type: 

receiving an advertisement type selection from the television viewer; and 

presenting the television viewer with the selected advertisement according to the 
selected advertisement type. 
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91. (Original) The method according to claim 90, further comprising charging an 
advertiser for presenting the advertisement based upon the selected advertisement type 
presented. 



92. (Original) The method according to claim 90, wherein the advertisement type is 
selected from a first and a second advertisement type, with the first advertisement type 
being considered more intrusive to the viewer than the second advertisement type. 

93. (Original) The method according to claim 92, wherein the presenting comprises 
presenting the first advertisement type for a first period of time if selected, and presenting 
the second advertisement type for a second period of time if selected, with the first period 
of time being less than the second period of time. 
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